Why Ren Chi for Public Space

In today's urban environment, the so-called "common ground” between ebjects is a sea of cha-
otic ideas and actions of its citizens, which shapeés an imvisible infrastructure of culture and soci-
oty = the public space. its symbolizes the condults of erergy sxchange between different parts
of the city, and a magic field that represents the spitit of place. The urban age is happening ata
dizzying pace and with a scale, diversity, complexity and lewel of connectivity that challenges

¢ the traditional design paradigms Building public space in such transformation requires ideas

for more open, sustainable and inclusive city, and greater soclal considerations. Next genera-
tion city buildings have actively looked for innovative ideas from urbanization frontiers that are
beneficial to other regions of the world,

The language of *Ren Chi® orginated from one of the word's largest urbanizers, China, and
describes the kind of contemporary urban space with a prominent quality of fasting vitality
and life energy, Translated from Chihese characters A, A{Ren) means humanity, while
(Chil means air, with an extended meaning of spirit, or life energy (in Daoist philosophy). Suc-
cessful Ren Chi principhes create magic public realm that is memaorable, highly used and cel-
ebrating the Spirit of given context.
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On the dther hand, why have many designers

prevatent professional and cultural
of our age place emphasis on indj-
Isolated actions, and seldom ad-

vocated in his sociology research for
space design, people should use"a new
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Bullding vibrant public space requires & deep under-
standing of what creates the Spirit of a place, and work-
Ing with a culturally specific framework to embrace the
wser's ability and attempt to shape their own dty, Ren Chi
dioes not menely glonfy individual architectural lcons, in-
stead, seeking the “relationship™ and “tonnection” be
tween parts, and the “energy” radiated from people’s ac-
tivity, Examples of places with intensive Ren Chi are not
necessarily constructed with the most expensive mater
als or perfect forms, but are highly successful in attract.
ing people, and expressing the “spirit” of how different
programs and people come together searmlessly, As Rem
Koofhaas once palnted out at a vernacular traditional vil-
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way of designing public spaces - one thal was
battom-up, not top-down. Using his approath,
design should start with a thorough under-
standing of the way people use spaces, and the
way they would like to use spaces” In addition.
the “once-popular”  overspecification  and
formal layout tend to present a sense of power
and grandness, but they are not flexible and
adapthve systems to hold everyday life energy,
which s spontanecus, non-institutional, and
even disorderad

Acknowledging the Ren Chi effect of a strong public realm,
how can the idea of Ren Chi be observed, measured and de-
veloped next? Should it be constructed as a critical theary, or
& <ot of Imtuitional design guidelines? The theoretical frame-
work of RENCHI Space would be bullt on the observations
and theoretical arguments of saclology, environmental psy-
chology, economics, policy making and many related disci-
plines. Once the DNA af the context s captured, visual forms
need to work under such spirit In building an enduring physi-
cal "condult” that Is instrumantal in holding the energy of the
city, and expressive of life process in the most legible and in-
Tensive way.
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Magazine article

The Old and New, intertwined in Urban Place Making

As one of the capital cities of Imperial China, Nanjing is stepping up rapidly
to become a dynamic metropolis in the Yangtze River delta, one of the
biggest economic hubs of China. Nanjing AVIC Science and Technology
City is envisioned to be one of the most innovative new communities in
Nanjing’s historic core area. With architectural remnants dating back to
the Ming Dynasty (1300s BC), the Republic of China (1920s BC), and
clusters of existing tree groves, the site presents a unique opportunity for
the new development to capitalize on these invaluable features while
creating an active new urban landmark with mixed use programs. At the
same time, the high density new development and traffic planning really
challenge preserving the scale and character of the historic landscape
elements.

The design intent was to introduce a strategy that maximizes the benefits
of having both “0ld” and “New” coexist harmoniously in building a highly
attractive urban destination, setting an example for similar cases in fast
urbanization areas on incorporating culture and history into new city
building processes that promote urban energy and dynamics while
maintaining a strong sense of place.
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Overall landscape framework:

Together with the owner, careful site
investigations and analysis were conducted to
fully understand the contextual setting,
existing tree conditions, and the social
and economic expectation of the
development. A set of landscape planning
strategies were developed to not only preserve
the old, but also build a durable framework that
allows new programs to fit into and grow over
time. After studying the proposed architectural
and traffic planning, landscape character
zones and linear links were identified, which
later informed a framework with a distinct
transitional sequence, form historical-scaled
landscape within the central loop area to more
contemporary landscape at site perimeter. A
north- south grand boulevard was proposed to
become a signature spine with existing and
transplanted camphor trees, newly introduced
paving and furniture elements within its sidewalk
zone. The corridor connects different programs
and landscape zones and provides a strong
legible linkage between “history” and “future”
of AVIC city.



s

_LANDSCAPE FRANK\QJOR'K



Open Space typology:

The team proposed a variety of urban public spaces with different
usage typologies, and at multi elevations required by the complex
architectural conditions, including underground level retail plazas,
ground level parks and streetscape system. Major outdoor spaces
including the central park, Camphor Boulevard, the residential
promenade, neighborhood green spaces, and retail plazas are proposed
to support adjacent programs. The system allows urban living, working,
shopping and leisure activities to take place within walking distance
from home and office and within distance of a major subway station at
the north border. Depending on types and locations, different forms and
materials were utilized to craft spaces, including an active and
sophisticated urban plaza near new program areas to quiet and relaxing
green gardens near the historical building. At the same time, a visually
rich and consistent paving motif and lighting vocabulary were applied
throughout the pedestrian network within the sitearea which effectively
ties individual pieces into the AVIC specific open space network.

Tree preservation/transplanting:

One of the major efforts was to strategically preserve the existing groves and
take full advantage of their ecological and visual value. Due to the high
development density introduced, only certain key areas of existing groves could
be 100% preserved on site, while many existing trees are planned to be
transplanted to newly proposed central parks, street corridors or neighborhood
parks based on their size, landscape value and available transplanting
techniques. A series of workshops were conducted with the owner and other
consultants to determine an optimum plan that comprehensively addresses a
balance of “old and new” in the greenery system, and to define the character of
major streetscapes.
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CENTRAL PARK

Art park with preserved urban forest
and sunken retail plaza




Social aspect of making place:

On top of form and functions of landscape space, social and cultural
considerations are carefully incorporated into making a “people oriented” open
space that can be actively used all the time. The space design advocates for
pedestrian only plazas, well designed site furniture systems, and
sophisticated urban lighting elements that create desirable urban living rooms
at AVIC city. Nanjing is traditionally known for a slow life style and leisure
activities in its green parks, lakes and mountains. The future of its growth has
clearly called for more energetic and dynamic urban centers that can make it
internationally popular. The parks and plazas of AVIC will need to attract people
from everywhere while keeping its most authentic characteristics for local
residents to remember and enjoy. The old and new, active and passive in spatial
characters and programs “collide and merge” at major landscape areas,
including the Central Park in the core area, City Gate park/retail at the north
border, and the City Garden at the western border.

CITY GARDEN PARCEL

As the Phase | development, City Garden is a landscape space next to several new office and hotel towers. The site contains preserved historical buildings
and an impressive cypress tree grove. While keeping the old building’s exterior and surrounding the structure with a steel edged lawn panel, a seamless transition
from the old and new was achieved by introducing a nicely scaled pedestrian street bar, outdoor seating and quiet garden spaces between the historical building
and retail floors under the tower. At the south and west retail entrance, the team proposed a parking -free urban plaza with a fresh looking garden environment
that accommodates seating, planting and a reflection pool. It actives the space by attracting people to come and enjoy the garden from surrounding urban

neighborhoods.



—
T
O
o
g
P
L
Q
(o'
<
O
>
=
O




TAN COLOR GRANITE: TAN COLOR GRANITE: DARK GREY BRICK;
HOMED FINISH NATURAL FINISH NATURAL FENISH

RS, TAE WA, anE FexE anm

WHITE GRANITE; BLACK GRANITE; BLACK GRANITE:
SANDBLASTED FINISH THEAMAL FINISH POLISHED FINISH
ARENE; ST METEAE: R WMaEME; iR

s Lo O BN
» - 0 e Y LIGHT WARM GREY GRAMITE: STAINLESS STEEL LOGO ON THE WALL FROSTED GLASS LIGHT BAR
5 L3 SANDBLASTED FINISH RATBEEE WL R

: Be <2 ¥
HOTEL ENTRY FEATURE WALL

AEEEENE, WS

\GPLOR_ GLASS LIGHTING BLOCK *,"\COLOR GLASS LIDHTMG BLOCK |, “\STEEL SKNAGE REF NAGE w
A ERRTE s WRRTEAN LULELLPY 1

JLIGHTING BLOCK WTECRATED INTD WALL (© :
L Ll ]




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12

