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The Old and New, intertwined in Urban Place Making 
 
As one of the capital cities of Imperial China, Nanjing is stepping up rapidly 
to become a dynamic metropolis in the Yangtze River delta, one of the 
biggest economic hubs of China.  Nanjing AVIC Science and Technology 
City is envisioned to be one of the most innovative new communities in 
Nanjing’s historic core area. With architectural remnants dating back to 
the Ming Dynasty (1300s BC), the Republic of China (1920s BC), and 
clusters of existing tree groves, the site presents a unique opportunity for 
the new  development  to  capitalize  on  these  invaluable  features  while  
creating  an  active  new  urban landmark with mixed use programs. At the 
same time, the high density new development and traffic planning really 
challenge preserving the scale and character of the historic landscape 
elements. 
The design intent was to introduce a strategy that maximizes the benefits 
of having both “Old” and “New” coexist harmoniously in building a highly 
attractive urban destination, setting an example for similar cases in fast 
urbanization areas on incorporating culture and history into new city 
building processes that promote urban energy and dynamics while 
maintaining a strong sense of place. 
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Overall landscape framework: 
 
Together with the owner, careful site 
investigations and analysis were conducted to 
fully understand the contextual   setting,   
existing   tree   conditions,   and   the   social   
and   economic   expectation   of  the 
development. A set of landscape planning 
strategies were developed to not only preserve 
the old, but also build a durable framework that 
allows new programs to fit into and grow over 
time. After studying the  proposed  architectural  
and  traffic  planning,  landscape  character  
zones  and  linear  links  were identified, which 
later informed a framework with a distinct 
transitional sequence, form historical-scaled 
landscape within the central loop area to more 
contemporary landscape at site perimeter. A 
north- south  grand  boulevard  was  proposed  to  
become  a  signature  spine  with  existing  and  
transplanted camphor trees, newly introduced 
paving and furniture elements within its sidewalk 
zone. The corridor connects  different  programs  
and  landscape  zones  and  provides  a  strong  
legible  linkage  between “history” and “future” 
of AVIC city. 
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Open Space typology: 
 
The  team proposed a variety of  urban public  spaces with different 
usage typologies, and at multi elevations required by the complex 
architectural conditions, including underground level retail plazas, 
ground level parks and streetscape system. Major outdoor spaces 
including the central park, Camphor Boulevard, the residential 
promenade, neighborhood green spaces, and retail plazas are proposed 
to support adjacent programs. The system allows urban living, working, 
shopping and leisure activities to take place within walking distance 
from home and office and within distance of a major subway station at 
the north border. Depending on types and locations, different forms and 
materials were utilized to craft spaces, including an active and 
sophisticated urban plaza near new program areas to quiet and relaxing 
green gardens near the historical building. At the same time, a visually 
rich and consistent paving motif and lighting vocabulary were applied 
throughout the pedestrian network within the sitearea which effectively 
ties individual pieces into the AVIC specific open space network. 

Tree preservation/transplanting: 
 
One of the major efforts was to strategically preserve the existing groves and 
take full advantage of their ecological and visual value. Due to the high 
development density introduced, only certain key areas of existing  groves  could  
be  100%  preserved  on  site,  while  many  existing  trees  are  planned  to  be 
transplanted to newly proposed central parks, street corridors or neighborhood 
parks based on their size, landscape value and available transplanting 
techniques. A series of workshops were conducted with the owner and other 
consultants to determine an optimum plan that comprehensively addresses a 
balance of “old and new” in the greenery system, and to define the character of 
major streetscapes. 
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CENTRAL PARK 
Art park with preserved urban forest 

and sunken retail plaza 



Social aspect of making place: 
 
On  top  of  form  and  functions  of  landscape  space,  social  and  cultural  
considerations  are  carefully incorporated into making a “people oriented” open 
space that can be actively used all the time.  The space  design  advocates  for  
pedestrian  only  plazas,  well  designed  site  furniture  systems,  and 
sophisticated urban lighting elements that create desirable urban living rooms 
at AVIC city. Nanjing is traditionally known for a slow life style and leisure 
activities in its green parks, lakes and mountains. The future of its growth has 
clearly called for more energetic and dynamic urban centers that can make it 
internationally popular. The parks and plazas of AVIC will need to attract people 
from everywhere while keeping its most authentic characteristics for local 
residents to remember and enjoy.  The old and new, active and passive in spatial 
characters and programs “collide and merge” at major landscape areas, 
including the Central Park in the core area, City Gate park/retail at the north 
border, and the City Garden at the western border. 
 

CITY GARDEN PARCEL 

As the Phase I development, City Garden is a landscape space next to several new office and hotel towers. The site contains preserved historical buildings 
and an impressive cypress tree grove. While keeping the old building’s exterior and surrounding the structure with a steel edged lawn panel, a seamless transition 
from the old and new was achieved by introducing a nicely scaled pedestrian street bar, outdoor seating and quiet garden spaces between the historical building 
and retail floors under the tower. At the south and west retail entrance, the team proposed a parking -free urban plaza with a fresh looking garden environment 
that accommodates seating, planting and a reflection pool. It actives the space by attracting people to come and enjoy the garden from surrounding urban 
neighborhoods. 



CITY GARDEN PARCEL 
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